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A student of University of Vienna who wanted to be a 
teacher but luck did not favour him, as he failed in the 
examination of teaching. So he returned back to his 
monastery and started experimenting on the Pea Plant in 
his garden. Did he then know that his work would 
become one of the greatest achievements in the field of 
GENETICS? Even on his 189th birth year GREGOR 
MENDEL is remembered as the "Father of Genetics." Even 
today school children study Gregor Mendel's law of 
inheritance. 

He had also started a newsletter called "Experiments on 
Plant Hybridization" which was published in 1866.It 
received a lot of criticism at that time, but is now 
considered a seminal work. After Mendel completed his 
work with peas,he turned to experimenting with 
honeybees to extend his work to animals. But he failed to 
generate a clear picture of their heredity because of 
difficulties in controlling mating behaviours of queen 
bees. At first Mendel's work was rejected but it was later 
widely accepted after his death. The common belief at 
that time was PANGENES which was responsible for 
inheritance. Even Darwin's theory of Evolution used 
PANGENESIS instead of Mendel's model of Inheritance. 
The modern synthesis used Mendelian genetics.He died 
at the age of 62. Mendel was widely respected but went 
unrecognized as the great scientific thinker that he was. 
Fame and due credit came to Mendel only after his death. 
In 1900, 3 other European scientists independently 
obtained results similar to Mendel's.The researchers 
realized that he had already published both the 
experimental data lying on his results and a general 
theory explaining them nearly 35 years earlier.
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The 14-year-old tiger B2, perhaps one of 
the most photographed big cats in the 
world, died at the Bandhavgarh Tiger 
Reserve in Madhya Pradesh, with the post 
mortem suggesting a natural death. 

The Lion Sleeps Tonight


